Marble Falls First United Methodist Church - Wesley Groups Study Lesson

Week of 09/26/11 -10/2/11      Scripture: Matthew 21:33-39

Rev. Jeana Martin, 2011    jeana@nctv.com
Reference: General Board of Discipleship Planning Website (http://www.gbod.org); The New Interpreter’s Study Bible: New Revised Standard Version with the Apocrypha. (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2003). Webster, Merriam. Webster’s Online Dictionary. (http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/parable); Bartlett, David L. and Barbara Brown Taylor (eds.) Feasting on the Word: Preaching the Revised Common Lectionary Year A, Vol. 4 (Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2011).
OPENING PRAYER: Lord help us to listen to your word for us today in this difficult text.  Teach us something new and empower us by your Holy Spirit to be open to know you more.  Lead us in this time of study to gain a deeper understanding of your message to us.  Open our eyes to seeing this parable from a variety of angles in order to better understand your love for us.  We ask in the name of Christ our Savior.  Amen.
SCRIPTURE:  Read Matthew 21:33-39 aloud.

EXPLORATION & REFLECTION: 

1. Our text from Matthew 21:33-39 comes in the form of a parable, a short fictitious story that illustrates a moral attitude or religious principle. (Webster)  This is the second parable Jesus relates to the chief priests and Pharisees in the temple (GBOD) (see also Matthew 21:23-32)

2. Re-read verse 33 aloud.  The actions of the landowner are laid out in great detail in this parable.  Think about and discuss the difficulty of all the actions the landowner took in creating the vineyard.  Do any of the landowner’s actions stand out to you?  If so, why?

3. Another vineyard passage appears in Isaiah 5:1-7.  Look at this passage and compare the verse 33 and this passage from Isaiah.  Are there any similarities or differences that stand out to you and why?

4. Look at verses 34-36 where the landowner sends one set of slaves (servants in some translations) to collect the harvest.  The landowner believes the tenants will give the harvest to the first set of slaves.  After they kill one slave and beat another and stone another, why does the landowner send another set of slaves?

5. After sending two sets of slaves and having disastrous results why does the landowner decide to send the son?  How difficult do you think it was for the landowner to send the son? 
6. The purpose of the care the landowner put into creating the vineyard and putting a watchtower in it was all for the purpose of yielding a good harvest of fruit.  Think about the fruit you are yielding through your relationship and connection with God.  What type of spiritual fruit is being harvested in you?  Are you yielding good fruit that is evidence of a life intimately connected with the son Jesus Christ?

CLOSING THOUGHTS:

There are many themes in this particular text.  One theme centers upon the presence or absence of the landowner while all of this was going on.  The landowner did take great care in creating the vineyard and then disappeared from the scene.  He even went so far as to make sure that a watchtower was provided for protection of the vineyard.  Watchtowers in ancient times were about fifteen feet tall and to build one in a vineyard was not small undertaking.  Another theme in our text centers around the landowner sending the son even though the landowner knew that danger had been present previously.  The landowner is ultimately responsible for the vineyard and what takes place there, but still takes a risk in sending the son.  This parable might raise some deep questions for you and I encourage you to raise those questions and seek to discern answers by sharing your questions with your study group.
SHARING OF PRAYER CONCERNS:

