Wesley Groups Study Lesson

Week of October 31, 2011

Scripture: Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25
Theme: The Choice
Opening Prayer: 
Dear God, you are the ultimate giver of all good gifts! At times we become selfish and even a bit disoriented when we think we accumulated all of our blessings! We forget that they all come from you! Lord, please give us a new perspective. Help us to acknowledge and thank you for your goodness in our lives. Open our eyes, Lord! Amen!  
Opening Exercise: Privately or as a family, let me encourage you to examine and take inventory of your blessings, tangible and intangible. Review the list of tangibles (if you can even get them all on one list), and remind yourself how you came to have each tangible blessing. For example, when/how did you get the home you live in? Open the door to your closet and examine your clothing. Look around at your family members; then your friends. Consider: Are we blessed, or what? How do you choose to offer thanks to God?
Questions for reflection:

1) What kind of choices do you make each day?  How do these choices reflect your values? 
2) How are the choices you make each day reflected in your daily living? In other words, do your choices reflect the things that are important to you? Do they affect your family? How do they affect your job? Your friends?
3) In what ways do you make choices? For example, do you choose to spend time with your family, or do you choose to be with others? Do you choose your job over your family? Do you choose to use harmful substances? Do your choices bring joy to others? Sadness? Fear? 
4) In verse 15 of this lesson Joshua calls the Israelites to live out their legacy when he says, “…choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the region beyond the river, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.” He is calling them to make a choice. He allows for no teetering on the edge of a choice, but to make a definitive choice. That is not easy, but God still calls us to choose whom we will serve. What is your answer? How will you live out that choice?
Closing Thoughts on Scripture Lesson: As you close, consider: what difference do our choices make? Are we willing to make the choice that puts God first in our lives in all things?
Sharing of Prayer Concerns & Celebrations

Closing Prayer

