Wesley Groups Study Lesson

Week of October 24, 2011

Scripture: Matthew 6:19-21
Theme: Precious Memories
Opening Prayer: 
Loving God, thank you for surrounding us with blessings too numerous to count! At times we become so caught up in the things of the world that we miss the everyday blessings of birds singing in the morning, the amazing stars in the night sky, and the countless other ways you try to get our attention with the beauty of your creation. Forgive us, Lord and help us to see those blessings before us that we never see or those we take for granted. Help us to seek understanding this week about what it means to have treasures in heaven. Amen!  
Opening Exercise: As one who has moved often, I am reminded each time of the “stuff” that I accumulate. As I sort out and prepare to move I handle each of my “treasures”, carefully packing them in boxes, while some find their way to the thrift store or even the dumpster. As you read this passage of scripture aloud, consider how you might also have accumulated lots of “treasures”.  Discuss as a group how you view your “treasures”. 
Questions for reflection:

1) Consider the things that you cherish in life, tangible and otherwise. If possible, take some of these “things” to your Wesley group meeting and share with the group why these things are important to you. Perhaps it’s a special piece of jewelry you inherited. Or maybe it’s just a shirt that is really comfortable and you will not part with it. Why is it important? Is it a “treasure” in your life?
2) What do you think Matthew means when he encourages the reader to “store up for yourselves treasures in heaven”(6:20)? How do we do that? Do you already have such treasures?  Can you describe them?
3) Do you have special memories that have become for you “treasures in heaven”? If so, would you be willing to share those in your group? 
4) What do you think Matthew means when he says, “for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (6:21)?  How can you relate that verse in your life? Does that speak to the way we prioritize things of importance in our lives? What does that mean for you?
Closing Thoughts on Scripture Lesson: As you close your time together, challenge one another to name a “treasure” in their life; tangible or otherwise. Then spend some time thanking God in prayer for those treasures.
Sharing of Prayer Concerns & Celebrations

Closing Prayer

