Wesley Groups Study Lesson

Week of November 14, 2011

Scripture: Mark 12:38-44
Theme: The Woman Without A Name
Opening Prayer: 
Loving God, what an amazing perspective this lesson gives us as we consider our blessings and the gifts you have showered upon us!  Please give us a new insight and understanding of how we can serve you with our gifts through the work of our church. Help us to remember that it all comes from you anyway. Thank you for your goodness! Amen!  
Opening Exercise: Several weeks ago I invited you to take an inventory of your blessings from God. If you can, recall that inventory. Recall also, my invitation two weeks ago to begin praying about how you can dedicate a portion of these blessings to the work of making disciples through your church. Consider: How is God calling you in this way?
Questions for reflection:

1) Have you ever made a financial covenant? If so, did you do so with God’s guidance? 
2) How have you experienced God speaking to you about this subject in the last several weeks? Have you been in prayer about the opportunity God has laid before you? How is God stirring your spirit this week? 
3) How does this gospel lesson stir our spirits? As you close your eyes, can you envision this woman in your mind? Do you know others like her? Do you notice others like her?
4) Think about the scribes. Do they sound familiar? What does this lesson say about priorities? What does this lesson say about giving, not only of our financial blessings, but of our very selves? What emotions build as you read this lesson?
5) If you place yourself in the position of the woman, can you imagine how she must have felt as she dropped those coins into the temple treasury? Put two small coins in your hand and feel them. Imagine knowing those two small coins were all you had. Does that change your perspective? If necessary, could you give all you had?
Closing Thoughts on Scripture Lesson: Many different sermons could be preached on this text! Spend some quiet time with this lesson before Sunday morning. Ask God to speak into your heart and help you prepare to make a covenant with God through the work of God’s church this Sunday morning. When you have prayed and made that decision, celebrate and thank God for leading you and giving you the opportunity to serve Him in this way! 
Sharing of Prayer Concerns & Celebrations

Closing Prayer

