Wesley Groups Study Lesson

Week of January 9, 2012
Scripture: John 1:43-51
Theme: One Step Closer
Opening Prayer: 
Dear God, thank you for Nathanael because he reminds us so much of ourselves! When you call us to follow you, help us to be faithful and not question. Give us such faith that we may have confidence to take one step closer to you, even if it pulls us out of our comfort zone! Thank you, Lord!  
Opening Exercise: Discuss the characteristics of each person in this lesson: Philip and Nathanael. What do you like about each of them? What do you dislike? Can you relate to anything that happens in this lesson? Are you more like Philip or Nathanael?
Questions for reflection:
1) Get a Bible map from your study Bible or Sunday School book. Study the setting of this lesson. Where are these places? If you have appropriate supplemental materials, see what you can gather about the setting of this story.  
2) Why do you think Nathanael had such a negative reaction to the mention of “Nazareth”? What was the source of this prejudice? Have you ever heard that sort of comment in our community about a neighboring community? 
3) Philip countered Nathanael’s negative reaction with the simple invitation, “come and see”. How would things be different if Nathanael had turned him down? Why do you think Nathanael followed Philip? 
4) The invitation to “come and see” if extended to each one of us. Dare we move one step closer to Christ? What will happen if you take that step out in faith? Does that frighten you? Excite you? Discuss in the group.
5) What does this phrase “come and see” mean to you? Does it mean joining a new Bible Study to learn more about our faith? Does it mean to step out into a new area of ministry where you aren’t particularly comfortable?  If you draw closer to Christ, will you get your hands dirty in serving? How does that make you feel?
Closing Thoughts on Scripture Lesson: Discuss with the group or with a close friend, spouse, or prayer partner….what does this challenge look like in your life? How can you draw one step closer to our Lord? 
Sharing of Prayer Concerns & Celebrations

Closing Prayer

