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Week of 06/21/10-06/27/10      Scripture: Luke 9:51-62 “Following…”   
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Reference:   New Revised Standard Version Bible, 1989;   Craddock, Fred. Luke: Interpretation A Commentary for Teaching and Preaching. Louisville: John Knox Press, 1990.  The New Interpreter’s Bible: Luke, John, Volume IX. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1995.  Dylan’s Lectionary Blog (http://www.sarahlaughed.net/lectionary/2004/06/proper_8_year_c.html)
Thesis:  We are all called to follow Jesus, but sometimes we struggle to follow him fully because of situations in our lives.  In order to follow Jesus and resolutely, we must determine what we need to let go of.  Following may take us to places that are uncomfortable or unimaginable, but we are called to trust that in the midst of our following Christ that he is fully present with us.
OPENING PRAYER  Lord, we want to follow you whoever you lead.  Reach out to us this day, stirring our souls and spirits with the winds of your power that we may faithfully be your disciples.  For we ask this in Jesus’ Name.  Amen.  (www.worshipconnection.cokesbury.com)
OPENING PROBE:  As Christians we are all called to follow Jesus Christ.  One of the major themes of our text this week is following where Jesus leads.  In order to follow Jesus, we sometimes have to leave other things behind.  As humans we often struggle with leaving things behind.  Some of these things may include bad habits, a physical location, or a relationship that is not helping us grow into the people God calls us to be.  As we delve into this text, be mindful of the ways in which we are called to follow Christ and what that means for each individual and for us as a community of believers.   
SCRIPTURE:  Read Luke 9:51-62 aloud.

EXPLORATION: 
1. Luke 9:51-62 is actually made of two distinct parts.  The first is found in verses 51-56 and the second is verses 57-62.  Re-read the text and notice these divisions.  The lectionary pairs these two parts together to make a distinct whole.
2.  This particular text is often referred to as the discipleship text because expands on what is required to follow Jesus. 
3. Upon a first read, the text may seem overly harsh, especially when James and John ask Jesus if he wants them to ‘command down fire…and consume’ the Samaritan village (see vs. 54)
4. “Rejection by the Samaritans on one level testifies to the tension between the Jews and Samaritans, but their inhospitality also means they are unwilling to follow one on his way to suffering and death.” (Craddock, p. 142-143)
5. Since the Samaritans were unwilling to offer hospitality to Jesus and follow him, Jesus continued on his journey toward Jerusalem.  Jesus had previously instructed the disciples on what to do when they were not offered hospitality, but the disciples had already forgotten Jesus’ teaching. (Craddock, p. 143; see also Luke 9:1-6)

6. In the second portion of the text we encounter three different people who meet Jesus.  “Together the three [instances] function to set the call to discipleship above every other duty, whether care for self, care for the dead, or care for family.” (NIB, p. 216)
7. “Jesus response is harsh.  It demands that the priority of service to the kingdom be set above every other priority.” (Craddock, p. 217)
REFLECTION:

1. At the beginning of this text, we read (NRSV) that Jesus “set his face to go to Jerusalem” (vs. 51)  Look at the words your Bible uses in this passage and discuss.  
2. The Greek verb for the “set” is “esterisen” which means resolutely set, determined, made up his mind.  In what ways are you determined to follow Jesus?
3. Look back at verses 57-62 and determine which of the three individuals you most identify with.  Discuss why this individual’s story resonates with you.
APPLICATION:  

1. Think back over your day.  Was there a time when you could have chosen to follow Christ, but hesitated?  If so, how would you respond the next time a similar situation comes up?  If not, how did you respond when you did choose to follow Christ?
2. As you follow Jesus, there might be people who reject you just like Jesus and the disciples were rejected in the Samaritan village.  How can we as Christians practice radical hospitality toward each other?  Toward strangers?  
3. How can you encourage another individual to follow Christ?  How can your response and decision to follow Jesus help another person choose to live the life of a disciple?
CLOSING PRAYER AND GROUP CONCERNS:

