Marble Falls First United Methodist Church - Wesley Groups Study Lesson

Week of  6/07/10- 6/13/10      Scripture: Galatians 2: 15-21    “Living for Jesus”
 Dr. Ralph Mann, 2010     ralphm@nctv.com
Reference:   New Revised Standard Version Bible, 1989;   The New Interpreter’s Bible, Vol XI, Abingdon Press, Nashville, 2000.      The Book of Common Prayer,  Cousar, Charles B, Galatians: Interpretation, John Knox Press, 1982.
Thesis:  Through faith we proclaim Christ as our savior, and then it is the Holy Spirit working in us that allows us to respond and serve him as our Lord.  We are saved through faith, not works.  Our relationship with Christ is strengthened through faith, not works.  We are free from sin through faith, not our deeds – yet our response leads us to live a life of faith that is filled with works.   Thus, in all we do, we LIVE FOR JESUS.
OPENING PRAYER:   Keep, O Lord, your household the Church in your steadfast faith and love, that through your grace we may proclaim your truth with boldness, and minister your justice with compassion; for the sake of our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. AMEN.      (Book of Common Prayer 230)
OPENING PROBE:  James tells us faith without works is dead (James 2:17); however, if we expect our works to save us, we are (as Paul says) still in our sins.  How does the relationship between faith and works manifest itself in your life?  
SCRIPTURE:  Read Galatians 2:15-21 aloud
EXPLORATION: 
1. What is interesting about Paul’s letter to the Galatians is that they were originally Celts who settled in central Asia Minor around 285BC, and the area was annexed as a Roman province in 25BC.  Paul established these churches on his first missionary journey, and visited them again on his second journey.  
2. This letter is debated to have been written as early as 49AD, to as late as 56AD, during Paul’s third journey.  A more likely date is somewhere around 53AD.  It is a contemporary letter to the Corinthian letters, but before the writing of Romans.
3. Galatians is an apologetic letter, following the classical lines of making an argument in defense of the faith.  Thus a very organized letter, and not haphazardly thrown together.   A strong grace statement is made stating that God’s justification is not determined by the law, and it is not restricted to just the Jews or others who follow the law.  It is received by faith.  It addresses the question as to whether Gentiles need to become Jews in order to become Christian – the answer is “No,” because grace destroys special categories, as we are all one in Christ Jesus.
4. A grace which evokes faith leads to love.  (Cousar , 11)

5. Paul gives reference to his argument with Peter at Antioch as the whether Gentiles needed to be circumcised.  Paul struggled with a legalistic definition of sin.  If we cling to the law as the ultimate standard, then no matter what we do, we are faced with sin – perhaps even serving sin.  Yet, as we have died to sin, we can now live in a new relationship with God, not as a slave to the law, but freed by grace.
6. “Faith is never intended to be a possession people can have to guarantee their status, like a membership card or even a birth certificate.  It is God’s gift which must be constantly reappropriated.  Thus, despite all human efforts to the contrary, it cannot be mastered, controlled or manipulated.  There is no way to claim it so as to put God in debt, as if God owes a special blessing or peculiar care to those who believe”  (Cousar, 54)
REFLECTION:

1. What is it that makes one a Christian?  Is it following a set of rules, or is it faith?  What does this mean in how we live our life?  Do you tend to live more by faith or by works? 
2. What are the rules that we often live by in life?  What are the rules we attempt to live by in the church?

APPLICATION:  
1. What are some of your life wisdom sayings that bring balance to your life?  What would be the most important thing to share with your great grandson/daughter in the waning hours of your life?

2. How would you explain to a young person that faith is not reliance upon one’s accomplishments or one’s lack, but trust in the accomplishments of God?  How do you trust in God working in your life?
3. What must you do to express your understanding that Christianity is a life that is lived for Jesus, not for rules?

CLOSING PRAYER AND GROUP CONCERNS:
